42                          GIRNAR.

and are divided by longitudinal lines.    Of
the,other inscriptions, one occupies the
western, the other, the northern face of the
rock 5 the former, except where a large por-
tion of the stone is broken away, are also
perfect.    The characters of these last, differ
from  those which contain  the edicts of
Asoka, and are of a more modern date. They
refer to the original building of a bridge
on the way to Girnar, commenced, as it
appears, in the time of Chandra-Gupta,
(Sandra-Cottus) the grandfather of Asoka,
and repaired, and completed at various sub-
sequent periods.

These inscriptions are all graven in the
Sanskrit language, but the character has
become obsolete; by recent researches, it
has been ascertained, that such was the
written Sanskrit in the time of king Asoka,
but in the course of two thousand years,
its character has undergone no fewer than
nine distinct alterations and modifications,
until known as the modern Devi-Nagari.
The edicts of Asoka, are fourteen in